Dear Representative or Senator ________________, 
As a person of faith, American citizen, and constituent I urge you to
reject any future funding for Immigration and Customs enforcement
(ICE), Customs and Border Protection (CPB), and Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS).
For three reasons:
1. Violation of Moral Law.
2. Violation of Due Process.
3. Denial of Access to Justice.
4. Misuse of Taxpayer Dollars.

Violation of Moral Law:

• “Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.”
Zechariah 7:9-10

In my neighborhood, we have had an immigrant apprehended while dropping their child off at school. Last fall, I was at Schute Park and there were no children playing. A passerby told me the
children’s parents were most likely afraid. At my church, I am now an honorary abuelo(grandfather) for two hundred children. I asked my pastor what I should do? He replied, “John, they may never see their grandparents. So sad.

In FY 2025, 24 individuals died in ICE custody. /https:/www.ice.gov/detain/detainee-death-reporting
The number is most likely to be exceeded in FY2026; there have already been sixteen deaths
with six months remaining. How many more must die? Leaving their spouses and children behind.

As of January 25, 2026, there were 70,766 held by ICE with 52,504 (74.2%) with no criminal conviction and 18,262 (25.8%) have criminal convictions felony or misdemeanor. https://tracreports.org/immigration/quickfacts/detention.html
Violation of Due Process
ICE and CBP routinely violate due process provisions of 5th and 14th amendments through their wide-ranging sweeps on our nation’s cities. 

“It is well established that the Fifth Amendment entitles aliens to due process of law” in the context of removal proceedings. Reno v. Flores, 507 U.S. 292, 306 (1993). That decision is cited in Trump v. J. G. G., 604 U.S. ___ (2025).

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. US Const. amend XIV, §1.
Consider Reene Good and Alex Petti who lost their lives! Consider those who have been deprived of their freedom and are languishing in ICE detention centers. 
Denial of Access to Justice:
• Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.’  Then all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’
Deuteronomy 27:19

Immigration courts are overwhelmed with cases; in FY2026 130,642 new cases have been added. The current backlog results in 825 days of waiting for an individual and their friends and family.
https:/tracreports.org/immigration/backlog/

Access to legal representation has been drastically curtailed. Over the past year, the current Administration’s DOJ has order providers to stop five important programs –
1. Legal Orientation Program,
2. Immigration Court Helpdesk,
3. Family Group Legal Orientation Program,
4. Counsel for Children Initiative, and
5. National Qualified Representative Program

Access to legal representation is vital as I have learned in 9 years of immigration volunteer work in Philadelphia, PA, and Portland, OR, plus 7 years of immigration law education.
Misuse of Taxpayer Dollars:
Restricting funding includes funds allocated for the purchase and upkeep of detention centers. We
have the largest immigrant detained in the world with over 70,000 individuals held. It is expensive - $408 million per year! A tragic misuse of taxpayer money.
I have assisted individuals prepare for their citizenship exams, accompanied individuals and families to immigration court, and help immigrants prepare their immigration preparedness plans.

I urge you again to reject any future funding for Immigration and Customs enforcement (ICE), Customs and Border Protection (CPB), and Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), including for expansion
of detention facilities.
